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The Expectation of Excellence

In early 1996 when Judith Bevan became the Standards Chair, the American Camping Association Southeastern had 307 total members
and just under 120 accredited camps – the most in the section in its existence.  The Standards Chair postition was already a job needing
more than one volunteer to fulfill.  In reality, it could have been a full-time paid position.

In January of 2000, the ACA Southeastern merged with ACA Florida to become a larger ACA Southeastern Section.  How large you
ask?  Well, 502 members and around 175 accredited camps.  That’s a big growth spurt in a matter of minutes.  At the time, Helen
Lingle, the ACA Florida Standards Chair, wanted to retire from her volunteer role as Standards Chair and still be active by being on the
Standards committee.  Thus, Jude took on 55 more camps overnight.

Today, the ACA Southeastern is 611 members strong with over 200 camps either accredited or seeking accreditation.  That’s a 67%
increase from 1996 when she took the reigns of the program.  Recently Jude told me that standards took 25% of her time!  And no, we
have never paid her – she has always volunteered her time, experience and expertise.

Jude is “retiring” from her volunteer position as Standards Chair effective December 31st, 2003, after 8 years as the Chair.  She will
remain active in the leadership of the American Camping Association.  We would like to take this small opportunity to thank her
publicly for the wonderful job she has done in growing the standards program and counseling many of you on
various aspects of accreditation.  All of you who have talked with Jude over the years, or sought her advice on
your accreditation or your visits as a visitor, know that she always listens with an attentive ear and asks the right
questions to help you.  She always has time for anyone who calls, and if not, will graciously get back in touch with
you as soon as she can.  She serves in her volunteer responsibilities with ACA in a professional and humble
manner and loves the challenge of helping others achieve their goals – big or small.

We hope each of you will take a moment to send Jude a thank you for all she has given.  We hope it is known that
the section staff appreciates her beyond words – she has made our jobs that much easier.  Volunteer organizations
only exist and get better when persons like Jude step forward and make significant contributions.

Because of the number of camps and the level of commitment it now takes, thanks to Jude’s leadership, we are
changing the way the standards program is administered on the section level.  Gayle Taylor will be the new
Standards Chair and will work closely with Julia Rowland in the Southeastern office as the staff person.  Julia’s
responsibilities will be giving whatever is needed to the program to help Gayle ensure it runs as efficiently and
effectively as Jude ran it.  Again, thank you Jude!
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We would like to introduce Gayle Taylor, the Outdoor Program and Property Director for the Tarheel Triad Girl
Scouts Council in Colfax, North Carolina, as the new Southeastern Standards Chair.  Gayle has been an active
member of the ACA for almost 13 years, where she has been a standards visitor since 1991 and a visitor instructor
since 1992.  She currently serves on the Southeastern Section Board, and has been involved in the camping field
15 years, working first as a Program Director for the St. Louis Association for Retarded Citizens, then as the
Program Director for Girl Scouts Keyauwee Program Center.  We are very excited to bring in Gayle as the new
Standards Chair as she has some wonderful new ideas and is a joy to work with.  Welcome Gayle!

And introducing Gayle Taylor, our new Standards Chair...
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Naperville, Ill., September 25, 2003 – Woodmen of the World/Omaha Woodmen Life
Insurance Society Lodges 921 and 1091 in Randleman, NC, received the JOIN HANDS
DAY Excellence Award for executing an outstanding project on June 21, 2003.

Woodmen adult and youth lodges, Boy Scouts of America Troop 532 and Boy Scouts of
America Cub Scouts Troop 531 planted 92 trees to start an arboretum on the R.C. “Cliff”
Payne Woodmen Youth Camp property.  Although these trees are of many different species,

they begin replacement of 397 loblolly pines that were destroyed by recent ice storms.

The award was announced Thursday, September 25th, at the 117th Annual Meeting of the
National Fraternal Congress of America, the Association of America’s Fraternal Benefit
Societies, at the Hilton Washington and Towers in Washington, D.C.

The Randleman project received one of 20 JOIN HANDS DAY Excellence Awards selected
from thousands of volunteer events that developed youth and adult partnerships on June
21st.  Each award winning-team received $1000 and a distinctive glass award.  Coordinating
groups choose how the winning funds are used.  Some organizations donate the money to
the beneficiary of the project or another benevolent cause.  Others save it as seed money for
next year’s event.

“We had a great time getting dirty, and we loved watching the adults get dirty right there with us,” said Mark Case, Jr., 13, key
instigator of the project.  He is president of Woodmen of the World/Omaha Woodmen Life Insurance Society Youth Lodge
1091 and a member of Boy Scouts of America Troop 532.

In family conversations, his father, Mark Case, Sr., director of the Woodmen Youth
Camp that lost all the pine trees, floated the idea of making tree replacement a JOIN
HANDS DAY project.  Mark, Jr. quickly picked up on the concept, knowing it would
make a wonderful school project.  He convinced fellow Boy Scouts and Woodmen youth
members to help.  In researching the trees to plant, they talked with arborists in nearby
cities and learned that planting a variety of trees was better than sticking with only one
species.

Mark, Jr. is a visionary.  He dreams big and this was no exception.  He said, “The more
I thought about it, the more I wanted our campground to become a place for Scouts to

learn the different trees.  Then I thought, wouldn’t it be wonderful if this could become an outdoor lab for school groups and
college students?  Wouldn’t it be wonderful if they came to our camp to study forestry, to learn about trees and tree identification?”

And so JOIN HANDS DAY this year was the beginning of an arboretum that will eventually include at least two trees of each
species grown in North America.

On JOIN HANDS DAY, in addition to the Woodmen Lodges, Boy Scouts and Cub Scouts,
volunteers came from the cities of Randleman and Asheboro, JAKES of the National
Wild Turkey Federation and the North Carolina ZOO.

Next year, JOIN HANDS DAY, traditionally the third Saturday in June, moves to the
first Saturday in May (May 1st, 2004).  To learn more about JOIN HANDS DAY and
find resources for starting this volunteer day in your community, visit
www.joinhandsday.org or call 1-877-OUR-1DAY.

Woodmen Lodges Receive JOIN HANDS DAY
Excellence Award for Planting 92 Trees

Congratulations Woodmen of the World RC Cliff Payne Youth Camp
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In Memory of Mike Yaconelli

YREKA - Well-known Yreka resident Michael C. Yaconelli, 61, died this morning from injuries
received in a one-car vehicle accident at approximately 8 p.m. Wednesday, October 29th, 2003.  The
California Highway Patrol reported that Yaconelli was driving a 2003 Ford Ranger pickup truck
southbound on Interstate 5 just north of the Klamath River when, for yet unknown reasons, he
allowed the pickup truck to leave the right side of the roadway where it struck a light standard.  He
was alone in the vehicle and no other vehicles were involved.

The news of Yaconelli’s death came as a shock to the people who knew him, including many at the
Yreka High School campus. Yaconelli was a former chairman of the board of trustees for the Yreka Union High School
District and a strong supporter of the school and students.  Beck said that Yaconelli was an absolute supporter of students -
“the greatest one I have ever known.  Mike loved the young people, was dynamic, and had boundless energy,” Beck said.
“He was passionate in his support of our kids and a mentor to many of us.”

Beck said that he has been friends with Yaconelli for many years. “Mike was a major organizer of Young Life and Teen
Edge at Yreka High School, a program I strongly support. He has toured the world as a motivational speaker.”  Besides his
work in Yreka where he pastored the Grace Community Church, Yaconelli was co-owner of Youth Specialties in San
Diego.  Jon Hall, Teen Edge leader at Yreka High School, said Yaconelli was leading that Christian campus group (then
known as ‘Young Life’) when Hall was a student there 25 years ago. Hall is now the Teen Edge minister and youth director
at Grace Community Church in Yreka.  “I am still in shock,” Hall said. “Mike was a godly man that did far beyond what
people knew.”   He is survived by his wife Karla and two sons and three daughters. - SDN story by John Diehm

Building Community . . . in San Francisco!  We’re excited and delighted to invite you to help us
build a powerful camp community at the American Camping Association 52nd National Conference
in beautiful San Francisco, California. Camp communities are powerful tools in youth development
and solid bridges to building strong communities both in and out of camp.  We have intentionally
selected and sought out speakers throughout the U.S. and across the association to help you find
answers to those “hot topics” and “emerging issues” foremost on your mind.

Reserve Rooms Online Now!  For more detailed hotel information, conference registration, and updated session speakers,
please visit www.ACAcamps.org/conference or call 765-342-8456.

Whether you are new to the camp arena or a seasoned veteran, the national conference has much to offer! Renew old friendships,
discover new ideas, and celebrate camp as a community!  For updated conference information, please visit our web site at
www.acacamps.org/conference. We hope to see you in the city by the bay!

In Memory of Mike Yaconelli

ACA 2004 National Conference

With the beginning of the New Year, camps are beginning their search for summer counselors.  This is a challenging process
because camps have to find the right person to make the chemistry work within the staff and programs, not to mention the cabins.

If your camp is looking for older staff members, college campuses are a wonderful place to start.  Many college students are
looking for internships and/or summer jobs and camp can be the perfect place for these students.  Attending the many camp
fairs that take place on college campuses across the U.S. is a wonderful tool – the ACA Southeastern website has a listing of
all camp fairs across the SE (www.acacamps.org/southeastern/campfairs2004.pdf).

Another great recruitment strategy is utilizing local high schools.  Most high schools allow visiting recruiters to do class
presentations, set up booths, or attend job fairs held at the high schools.  Getting your name out there and using word-of-
mouth strategies are always successful – and students at high school are your best marketing tool, especially if they worked
at camp the previous year.  Get your former staff involved!  Providing incentives for your staff taking part in recruitment is a
great way to have staff return and encourage their friends to apply.   The most important thing you can do however, is to get
your name out there!  Best of luck!

Summer Recruitment Ideas by Cate Egan
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News, Views, and Reviews of ACA Accreditation StandardsNews, Views, and Reviews of ACA Accreditation Standards
- by Julia Rowland

Top Ten Ways to Make Your First ACA Visit a Success

• Delegate sections of the Standards out to other staff to prepare. For example, have your Waterfront Director take the
Program-Aquatics section (PA).

• Do the mandatory standards yourself. Find out which ones apply to your camp and make sure you’re going to take a
“yes.” Missing just one will cause you to fail. To avoid extra laborious paperwork and lots of headaches, get it right the
first time!

• Remember, you must include EVERY specialized activity. Make sure each activity — gymnastics, bicycling, archery,
etc — has a documented supervisor, written operating procedures, safety orientation, and so on. Tip: see #1 above.
Check the box on page 110 of the Standards manual to see if any more of your activities should be scored.

• Call your standards chair or your assigned visitor with your questions now! You don’t have to wait until the day of the
visit. It’s not like taking a final exam. Ask questions.

• Gather blueprints, agency policies, insurance records, etc. from your main office and have them at camp.
• Gather your written policies, copies of certifications, etc. into ONE place. A notebook works well for many policies

and procedures. Put them in order according to the standards. You don’t want to run all over camp during your visit
just to find individual pieces of paper. Get organized!

• Double check your mandatories. It’s worth all the effort you put into it to be sure you’ve got them ready!
• Double check your written material. Each standard marked with a pencil icon requires something in writing. Make

sure you understand what is being asked for. Call with your questions!
• Check with your section about arranging a pre-visit. There are a variety of ways that the visit process can work for

you.
• Relax and be prepared to learn from your visit! Remember that your visitors are

your peers. They are “camp people.” They know what it’s like to be in your shoes.
The ACA accreditation process is set up to help you, not hurt you.   For more
information, visit http://www.acacamps.org/accreditation/1stvisit.htm.

As part of a scheduled reprint of the 1998 Accreditation Standards for Camp Programs and Services, several edits were made.
The edits do not change any requirements of the standards, but include some missed or confusing DNA statements and several
other wording changes to make applicability and compliance decisions easier. The edits can easily be made in current standards
books. As camps are due for revisits on this set of standards, they will receive a new book with the edits incorporated.  Visit
http://www.acacamps.org/accreditation/edits.htm  for a list of those edits.

Standards Courses for 2004

Visit http://www.acacamps.org/accreditation for more information and resources regarding accreditation.
F Y I

2004 Visitor’s Courses

Sunday, January 11th
YMCA Blue Ridge Assembly
Black Mountain, NC
10am - 4pm

Tuesday, January 13th
Clemson University
Clemson, SC
10am -4pm

Wednesday, January 14th
Ridgecrest
Black Mountain, NC
8am - 13pm

Thursday, January 15th
SC Baptist Convention
Columbia, SC
10am - 4pm

Thursday, March 11th
Busch Gardens
Tampa, FL
10am - 4pm

F Y I

There is a list of mandatory standards on page 226 of the standards book.

F Y I

January 14th - 15th, 2004
Ridgecrest Conference Center
Black Mountain, NC
Begins 1:00pm Weds., Ends at
5:00pm Thursday

To register, please contact Gayle Taylor
at 336-274-8491 x 321 or
gtaylor@tarheeltriad.org

Florida Visitors Course - TBA (We
are shooting for a March date, follow-
ing the standards course, in the Or-
lando/Tampa area)

To attend the Visitor’s Course, you
must have taken a standards course, be
21 years of age, and a current ACA or
CCI member.

For more information on becoming a
Visitor, please visit http://
www.acacamps.org/accreditation/
visitor.htm or contact Julia Rowland at
828-263-0934 or
juliarowland@birch.net
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This Month in Public PolicyThis Month in Public Policy

PUBLIC POLICY UPDATE
There are several items of interest in the state and local public policy arena that will be of interest to camp professionals in the
South this winter.

North Carolina
The rules rewrite committee has been at work for over two years now.  While the process has seemed slow, there has been
significant progress, particularly in the area of primitive camps.  A primitive camp is defined below.

“a camp not served by any public electrical service providers that provide overnight outdoor primitive lodging.  Primitive
camps include those camp establishments which provide food or overnight lodging accommodations for 72 consecutive
hours or more per week at a permanent base of operations for groups of children or adults engaged in overnight
organized recreational or education programs.  Programs are operated by the camp and/or supervision of individual
campers is a camp responsibility.”

In the current rules there is not a definition of a primitive camp.  On September 30, 2003 the head of the Dairy and Food
Protection Branch of Environmental Health Services Section sent a memo to all NC county Environmental Health Directors
effectively stating that under the current rules primitive camps may not be given a permit, and thus must cease operations.  The
committee was warned this was coming and has been hard at work developing regulations for primitive camps.  A draft of the
“Rules Governing the Sanitation of Primitive Camps” (Section .3400) was completed by the committee on December 10, 2003
and is being sent forth for review and publication in the January 15, 2004 state register.

Once the rules are published the public comment period will begin.  A public hearing has been tentatively scheduled for January
30th, 2004 in Winston-Salem.  The exact time and location is undetermined, but keep an eye on our website for updates.
Without any complications, the public comment period will end March 15th.  Unless yours is a primitive camp, or you plan to
operate one in addition to your current camp, these regulations do not affect the camp with public utilities, with the exception
of the field sanitation guidelines, which will be put in place eventually for all camps in time.  Look for a review of them in the
next Sundial to come out in early February 2004.  Because of the tight timetable so that the rules may have an effective date of
May 1, 2004, the committee will be presenting the new regulations to the rules review commission before the end of the public
comment period.

With a very short period of time after public comments and before the rules review commission, there is a critical need
to make all primitive camps aware of the new regulations.  This is where we are lacking and need your help.  If you know
of camps that meet the definition of a primitive camp anywhere in the state, please send an email to Don Wood at
don@southeastcamps.org with the contact information.  Our list is short with only 7 camps, but we know there are
more that meet the definition, but search efforts have been done with few results.

Stay updated with the latest on our website, www.southeastcamps.org.  If you would like a copy of the draft regulations for
primitive camps, contact Don Wood at his above email or call the ACA Southeastern office, 828-263-0934.

Alabama
There is the possibility of a bill being filed early next year on uniform school start dates in Alabama.  A bill on the topic was
withdrawn in late 2003 after committee discussion.  Academic assessments are required to be given to local school systems 30
days prior to starting the fall calendar under the No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Act to give families and school systems time to
assess and make changes if a school system is low performing.  In 2003, the average school start date was August 8th while test
results were not released until August 14th.  At stake is the loss of Title I funding (approximately $182 million in 2002) for
Alabama.

A later start date (third week of August) was part of the withdrawn bill in 2003.  There is the possibility of a new bill being
introduced in 2004.  If you have questions or comments on this issue, contact Don Wood at the ACA Southeastern office and
check our website, www.southeastcamps.org for minority and majority reports and other articles on the issue.

Florida
Broward County continues to move forward in writing regulations for day camps in the county.  For more information, contact
Ken Evans or Seth Herschtal at kevans922@aol.com or 954-491-2917.

- Don Wood
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Tips, Tricks and TidbitsTips, Tricks and Tidbits

Special Attention!

Visit www.acacamps.org/southeastern/joblistings.htm   for the
latest  job openings with the following camps:
• Healthy Kids Camp (NC) - Assistant Director
• Talisman Programs (NC) - Counselor
• Florida Sea Base (FL) - Assistant Ranger
• Don Lee Center (NC) - Assistant Director

Remember to let the SE office know if you have trainings
and/or events you’d like to publicize, job openings you like
to announce or any other news you’d like to get out to others!

Our email addresses have changed.  Please make a note in your
address book (we no longer have our bellsouth.net addresses):
Don Wood’s email is donwood@birch.net or
don@southeastcamps.org
Julia Rowland’s is juliarowland@birch.net or
julia@southeastcamps.org

Visit our 2004 Camp Fairs & Camp*US Connection pages at
www.acacamps.org/southeastern/campfairs2004.pdf and
www.acacamps.org/southeastern/campusconn.htm for the lat-
est Camp Fair listings and Camp*US Connections
dates.

Please inform any current or former staff you may have who
attend the University of Georgia that a Camp Administration
Course (RLST 5430 for undergraduates; RLST 7430 for
graduate students) will be offered during Spring semester on
Monday nights from 5:45-8:45 pm.  Students can contact
Brenda Arnold 542-5064 for permission of department and
waiver of prerequisites.  Students can access last year’s syllabus
at my website to find out more information.
www.arches.uga.edu/~gpowell

International Placement Agencies have announced that camps
hiring personnel with J-1 Visas MUST provide verification
once the staff member arrives at your camp.  With the increase
in Visa problems and delays, international exchange programs
are asking for your cooperation in notifying them to ensure
the future of these programs continues.   For more questions,
please contact the ACA SE office or the ACA National office.

What we buy and how much we buy have a huge impact on the
environment. Want to know how to be a smarter consumer?
Check out World Wildlife Fund and the Center for a New
American Dream’s new Be, Live, Buy Different Web site for
young people at www.ibuydifferent.org, and get the lowdown
on smart shopping habits. Find out about simple ways to make
a difference, download free mp3s, see life cycles of common
products, and visit the Action Center to learn about four easy
steps you can take to have a measurable impact.

Sleepaway:  Girls and the Camps They Love,
 by Laurie Susan Kahn, was published in June, 2003.  “A
celebration of sing-alongs and color war, best friends and the
gooey pleasures of s’mores.  Available at most bookstores and
through Amazon.com

The Southeastern Section website has a new look!  Visit
www.southeastcamps.org and let us know what you think!
Remember, you password to access our Members only section
is the same as your ACA, Inc. user name and password.

New listings of staff resumes can be found at
www.acacamps.org/southeastern/camp/resumes.htm.

Visit the ACA National website, www.acacamps.org/
onlineeducation/ for new online courses, including:

o Camp is for the Camper
o Day Camp Course
o Mission/Outcomes
o Risk Management
o Human Resources
o Program Design

Be a Smart Consumer!
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Calendar of EventsCalendar of Events

Feb. 24-27, 2004 - ACA National Conference 2004
San Francisco, CA

February 18, 2004 -KSU Hospitality and Recreation and
Travel  (H.a.R.T.) Career Fair
12:00 noon - 4:00 pm
K-State Student Union, Manhattan, KS
Registration forms and information will be available online
this fall at http://www.ksu.edu/ces/

2004 Visitor Training
January 14th – 15th, Black Mountain, NC
Florida Course TBA

2004 Standards Course s
January 11th - Black Mountain, NC
January 13th, Clemson, SC
January 14th - Black Mountain, NC
January 15th - Columbia, SC
March 11th - Tampa, FL

The ACA Southeastern offices will be closed beginning
December 24th and will reopen January 5th, 2004. Merry
Christmas and Happy Hanukkah to all and we hope you have
a very Happy New Year!

January 11th - 14th, 2004 - YMCA Campfire Conference,
Black Mountain, NC.  For more information, please contact
YMCA Blue Ridge Assembly, Guest Services, at (828) 669-
8422.

January 26th - 27th, 2004 - ACA Southeastern Board
Meeting, Atlanta, GA

March 31 - April 2, 2004 - American Camping Association
Southeastern presents the 2004 Critical Issues Symposium in
Orlando, FL. More details to come...  Watch our website,
www.southeastcamps.org for updates.

March 19 - March 21, 2004 -  2004 Association for
Experiential Education, Southeast Regional Conference,
Ellenton, FL.  For more information, visit www.aee.org or
contact Michelle Flint at PathOutEd@aol.com or 727-595-
2090.

when i sleep- there’s no worries
no homesick children, no bickering

no complaints of boredom,
no screams of injuries

but when i sleep- there’s no real love.
no extra bedtime songs, no warm fuzzy hugs, no letters of

thanks, no declarations of love.

when i sleep- i no longer need to be mom, sister, doctor, best
friend, and psychologist, all at the same time.

I am just me, not the believed superhero
that can supposedly fix any problem or ouch.

But when i sleep- i am no longer famous.
I am no longer the center of attention.

No longer am i the person that everyone is dying to be.  I am
just me.  Simple, dreaming, scheming, aspiring me.

When i sleep-  i realize how exhausted i am.  I know the
slightest whimper

shall awaken me from my temporary bliss.
I know that in a fraction of a moment,

some child’s world could come crashing down; on my
shoulders.

But then, when i sleep- i know that a soothing “shhh” from my
lips, a gentle hug from my arms, and a single drop of love from
my heart can, in an instant, right someone’s world once more.

For I am a camp counselor.
And i know, whether awake, or dreaming, that in every
moment, I am affecting something in the life of a child.

I am a camp counselor, and i know that the power, is within
my grasp- to make my dream of having a positive influencein

the life of a child...a reality.
The poem was written Megan Donatham, a counselor at Camp

Hawthorn Hallow, East Lansing, MI.

WILDERNESS FIRST AID - The cost is $160. For
additional information phone (703) 836-8905 or visit
http://wfa.net.
February 21 - 22 - Greensboro, NC
February 28 - 29 - Raleigh, NC
March 6 - 7 - Asheville, NC
April 17 - 18 - Greensboro, NC
May 1 - 2  - Charlotte, NC
May 8 - 9 - Raleigh, NC
May 15 - 16 - Asheville, NC
June 1 - 2 - Asheville, NC

1) How long was Judith Bevan the SE Standards Chair and
who will be the new Chair?

2) How many new members joined the SE section from
Georgia from the last Sundial publication to this issue?

The first two respondants to answer the following questions
correctly will receive a gift certificate to the ACA Online
Bookstore!!

Do You Know?

Creed Of A Camp CounselorCreed Of A Camp Counselor
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CampsCampsCampsCampsCamps
Accredited Camps:   180

Affiliated Camps:  21

Total Camps:  201Total Camps:  201Total Camps:  201Total Camps:  201Total Camps:  201

MembershipMembershipMembershipMembershipMembership
Business Associates:  24Business Associates:  24Business Associates:  24Business Associates:  24Business Associates:  24

Professional Members:  471Professional Members:  471Professional Members:  471Professional Members:  471Professional Members:  471
Associate Members:  128Associate Members:  128Associate Members:  128Associate Members:  128Associate Members:  128

Student Members:  14Student Members:  14Student Members:  14Student Members:  14Student Members:  14
Life Members:  12Life Members:  12Life Members:  12Life Members:  12Life Members:  12

Total Members:  649Total Members:  649Total Members:  649Total Members:  649Total Members:  649

Welcome  New Camps &Members!Welcome  New Camps &Members!Welcome  New Camps &Members!Welcome  New Camps &Members!Welcome  New Camps &Members!

Beth Singleton, Atlanta, GA
Mitch Garfinkel, Fort Lauderdale, FL
Clayton Rascoe, Elizabethtown, NC
Julie Griggs, Sapphire, NC
Peggy Holbrook, Marietta, GA

FFGC Wekiva Youth Camp, Maitland, FL
Alice Branton, Boca Raton, FL
Jeff Alevy, Stockbridge GA
Kathryn Schwie, Winter Park, FL
Rhonda Parker, Efland, NC


